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A $16 million project 
to renovate Tower Three 
at SUNY Buffalo State 
College has been com-
pleted. The project is 
part of roughly $73 mil-
lion in capital renovation 
projects the Dormitory 
Authority of the State of 
New York is completing 
on SUNY campuses state-
wide. 

It’s the third tow-
er capital renovation 
project the Dormitory 
Authority has completed 
for the college. The proj-
ect was completed in time 
for start of the fall semes-
ter.

The work included 
modernizing 36 suites, 
which house six students 
each. The suites received 
fresh paint, new built-in 
wardrobes in the bed-
rooms, luxury-vinyl tile 
floors and upgraded tele-
vision and Wi-Fi access. 
Suite bathrooms were 
completely transformed, 
embracing privacy, while 
taking on a more residen-
tial-style look and feel.

On the 10th floor, a new 
lounge boasts incredible 
views of Buffalo, in addi-
tion to amenities such 
as a new kitchen, plush 
lounge seating areas, 
individual work spaces 
and bathrooms. A similar 
lounge is located on the 
first floor along with a 
handicapped-accessible 
bathroom, new staff offic-
es and finishes through-
out, as well as a two-bed-
room apartment for the 
resident director. 

In the basement, stu-
dents will find a new 
laundry room with wash-
ers and dryers, as well as a 
computer room equipped 
with power and internet 
connectivity.

 “Higher education is 
one of the most impor-
tant investments we can 
make in our communi-
ties and our state,” Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo said in 
a release. “By providing 
campuses with state-of-
the-art facilities like the 
revamped Tower Three 
at SUNY Buffalo to house 
and teach future leaders, 
we can ensure the Empire 
State continues attracting 
the best talent.”

 Added Gerrard P. 
Bushell, Ph.D., Dormitory 
Authority president and 
CEO, “These upgrades 
will make the campus 
more attractive to top-tier 
talent and will help play 
a critical role in boosting 
the Western New York 
economy.”

BUFFALO — A Falls man 
and two co-defendants 
from Buffalo have pleaded 
guilty in U.S. District Court 
in Buffalo for their roles in 
a large-scale drug distribu-
tion ring that operated in 
both cities.

Devincio K.D. James, 30, 
of the Falls and Luis Andi-
no, 33, and Jenhsen Rodri-
guez, 33, both of Buffalo, 
entered their pleas before 
U.S. District Court Judge 
Lawrence Vilardo.

James and Rodriguez 
pleaded guilty to conspir-
acy to possess with intent 
to distribute, and to distrib-
ute, 500 grams or more of 

cocaine, and face a manda-
tory minimum sentence of 
five years in prison, a maxi-
mum sentence of 40 years, 
and a fine of $5 million.

Andino pleaded guilty to 
conspiracy to possess with 
intent to distribute, and to 
distribute, 5 kilograms or 
more of cocaine, and faces 
a mandatory minimum sen-
tence of 10 years in prison, 
a maximum sentence of life 
in prison and a fine of $10 
million

Federal prosecutors 
charged that between July 
and September 2017, all 
three men conspired to dis-
tribute cocaine in the Falls 
as part of a drug trafficking 
organization led by another 
co-defendant, Cesar Rive-
ra-Figueroa.

James was a mid-level 
dealer of cocaine for Rive-
ra-Figueroa. Investigators 
said James would pick-up 
cocaine from either Rive-
ra-Figueroa or another co-

defendant and then sell it 
in the Falls.

On September 29, 2017, 
James was arrested inside 
his home, at 1080 99th St., 
after federal and local law 
enforcement agents execut-
ed a search warrant there. 
Investigators searched the 
residence and recovered 
approximately $29,260 in 
cash, a loaded 20-gauge 
shotgun; almost two dozen 
20-gauge shotgun shells 
and five digital scales.

Prosecutors said Andino 
assisted Rivera-Figueroa 
in recruiting individu-
als to provide addresses 
where packages containing 
cocaine could be shipped, 
picking up packages con-
taining cocaine shipped 
from Puerto Rico, mak-
ing deliveries of cocaine 
to customers, and making 
trips to New York City 
to transport money and 
cocaine for the organiza-
tion.

Between June and July 
2017, Andino recruited 
individuals in the Buffalo 
area to supply at least nine 
addresses for use by the 
organization to ship pack-
ages of cocaine from Puer-
to Rico to Buffalo. Andino 
was paid $100 per address 
by the Rivera-Figueroa 
organization.

The residents of the 
addressee were then paid 
$500 per package for 
receiving the the cocaine. 
When packages were 
delivered to the recruited 
recipients, Andino would 
retrieve the cocaine and 
transport it back to a stash 
house.

Investigators said that 
during the course of the 

conspiracy, several packag-
es containing cocaine were 
intercepted by the U.S. 
Postal Inspection Service.

Rodriguez was also 
a mid-level distributor 
of cocaine for Rivera-
Figueroa organization. On 
September 29, 2017, inves-
tigators executed a federal 
search warrant at Rodri-
guez’s home, at 42 Wiley 
Place, Buffalo, and seized 
multiple items including 
a loaded .22-caliber rifle, 
approximately 100 rounds 
of .22-caliber ammunition; 
$10,115 in cash, a quantity 
of heroin and cocaine; two 
scales and drug packaging 
materials.

COURTS: Last three 
defendants admit 
roles in organization 
that pushed cocaine 
and heroin.
BY RICK PFEIFFER
rick.pfeiffer@niagara-gazette.com
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Fatal one-car 
crash in Wilson 

The Niagara County 
Sheriff ’s Office is investi-
gating a fatal car accident 
that occurred late Saturday 
afternoon on Nelson Road 
in Wilson.

According to reports, 
deputies were called to the 
area of 4850 Nelson Road 
about 5:50 p.m. Saturday 
for the accident. When 
deputies arrived, they dis-
covered a car traveling 
west on Nelson left the 
roadway and struck a tree.

The sole occupant of the 
vehicle was transported to 
Eastern Niagara Hospital 
Lockport where he was lat-
er pronounced dead.

The identity of the driv-
er was not released Satur-
day night pending the noti-
fication of his family.

Board OKs 
wind farm 

A wind farm with up 
to 68 turbines in Steuben 
County has been approved 
by New York’s Electric 
Generation Siting Board.

The 242-megawatt Baron 
Winds project will be built 
in the towns of Cohocton, 
Dansville, Fremont and 
Wayland. 

nect with the state’s elec-
trical grid through New 
York State Electric and Gas 
transmission lines.

The project will be built 
and operated by a subsidiary 
of the German energy com-
pany Innogy. The 492-foot-
tall turbines will be spread 
over private agricultural and 
recreational land.

Local governments 
will receive payments of 
approximately $26 million 
over 20 years. Host towns 
will also receive payments.
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LOTTERY NUMBERS
Friday’s numbers
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TAKE 5: 21-26-29-36-37
PICK 10: 2-4-11-15-21-25-30-40-44-45-53-60-63-66-68-69-70-71-72-74
CASH4LIFE: 3-28-32-49-56, Cash Ball: 2
MEGA MILLIONS: 6-16-37-59-62, Mega Ball: 5
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uhyA local Green Party 
member is alleging that 
board of elections officials 
failed to initially award 
two ballot lines he won 
with a write-in campaign, 
and they didn’t give him 
the lines until he brought 
up the point to Democratic 
Elections Commissioner 
Lora Allen.

Wade VanValkenburgh, 
who ran on the Green Party 
line in the 2018 mayoral 
race, said he had not decid-
ed to run in the upcom-

ing elections, but after his 
friend, a Green Party mem-
ber, said they were going 
to write him in, he and his 
wife decided to write his 
name in as well for the 
Green Party ballot lines in 
the Lockport alderman-at-
large, mayor and treasurer 
races.

In the official results, 
VanValkenburgh won both 
the Green Party lines for 
the alderman-at-large and 
treasurer with a total of 
three votes in each race.

But VanValkenburg said 
that despite receiving more 
votes than both other can-
didates he wasn’t even list-
ed in the unofficial results 
and was not even contacted 
about his victories. He add-

ed it wasn’t until he point-
ed out all of this to Allen 
that he was given the ballot 
line.

“It took me proving that 
I won the elections to win 
these ballot lines,” Van-
Valkenburgh said.

Allen pointed out that 
the results were unofficial, 
and that after realizing 
there was an error in the 
results they rectified the 
issue.

When VanValkenburgh 
brought his concerns to 
Allen, she told him to 
wait until the results were 
looked over and that every-
thing would be “good.”

Allen said anyone is wel-
come to view the ballot 
counting, but when asked 

why they didn’t contact 
VanValkenburgh she said 
they didn’t because they 
had no idea he was running 
for anything.

VanValkenburgh said 
the board of election offi-
cials should have both his 
contact information and 
address as he ran in the 
mayoral election last year 
and none of his informa-
tion has changed.

“I never received a voice 
message or a letter,” he 
added.

VanValkenburgh thanked 
Allen for fixing the issue 
but he wonders why the 
mistakes were made in the 
first place.

“Lora Allen was a great 
help and she took the time 

to look into the informa-
tion. Lora Allen made no 
mistakes with this,” Van-
Valkenburgh said. “Why 
were these mistakes even 
made in the first place?” 
He noted with the mayoral, 
treasurer and alderman-at-
large race there was a com-
bined total of 25 votes. 

“The whole reason was 
to prevent Democrats and 
Republicans who never 
reached out to the Green 
Party,” VanValkenburgh 
said.

VanValkenburgh 
declined both ballot lines 
as his plan is to run for 
the 62nd State Senate seat, 
which is currently held by 
Rob Ortt, R-North Tonawa-
nda.

Candidate questions Board of Elections process
LOCKPORT: Write-in 
votes at issue for 
Green Party member.
BY CONNOR HOFFMAN
connor.hoffman@lockportjournal.com 
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Matt Duquette paints his mural on Chestnut Street on Friday evening. It’s part of a series of public art and beautification projects proposed 
by Lockport Main Street, Inc., including murals, wayfinding signs and painted traffic control boxes.

Final pleas in Falls drug ring case

Buff State 
renovation 
project 
complete
TOWER THREE: Project 
includes renovation 
of 36 student suites.
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Buffalo District is pleased 
to announce the availability of the record of decision for the 
Interim Waste Containment Structure (IWCS) Operable Unit 
(OU) of the 191-acre Niagara Falls Storage Site (NFSS) 
located in Lewiston, New York, on the web at: https://www.
lrb.usace.army.mil/Missions/HTRW/FUSRAP/Niagara-Falls-
Storage-Site/ in the Reports Section.
The record of decision documents the Corps of Engineers’ 
selected remedy for the IWCS, which is excavation, partial 
treatment, and off-site disposal of the entire contents of the 
IWCS. Responses to comments received from the community 
are included as Part III of the record of decision. 
The selected remedy is protective of human health and the 
environment, complies with federal and state requirements 
that are applicable or relevant and appropriate to the remedial 
action, is cost-effective, and utilizes permanent solutions and 
alternative treatment technologies to the maximum extent 
practicable.
The Corps of Engineers is the lead federal agency 
responsible for Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act actions at the NFSS, which 
is being addressed as part of the Formerly Utilized Sites 
Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP). The IWCS OU is an 
engineered landfill that occupies 10 acres in the southwestern 
portion of the NFSS.
The record of decision and supporting documents, are 
available electronically in the administrative record file for the 
NFSS located in the Town of Lewiston Public Library, 305 
South Eighth Street, Lewiston, New York; the Youngstown 
Free Library, 240 Lockport Street, Youngstown, New York; 
and the Ransomville Free Library, 3733 Ransomville Road, 
Ransomville, New York. The administrative record file is also 
available for review by appointment at the Buffalo District Office 
Library located at 1776 Niagara Street in Buffalo, New York.  
For further information please e-mail fusrap@usace.army.mil, 
or call (800) 833-6390. 

Record of Decision Available
Interim Waste Containment Structure  

Operable Unit Niagara Falls Storage Site


